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Culinary mysteries are cozies with a twist— they 
feature food, and sometimes include recipes.  The 
murder takes place offstage, with gore and vio-
lence kept to a minimum.  There may be a ro-
mance brewing, but you won’t find explicit sex 
between the covers of a cozy.  
     The sleuths are usually (but not always) female 
amateurs who use specialized skills or knowledge 
they’ve acquired to solve the crime, and small-
town settings and gossip are integral parts of the 
plot.   
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